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*His speeches were remarkable as much for a 
coherent body of thought as for splendour of diction 
while some of his phrases enrich the English tongue 
Mr Ramaswami Modahar no mean judge of politi 
tions spoke to me of Reddi as the greatest phrase 
maker in politics since Disrail, not exluding 
Churchill who in England came next to Disrail 
(My portrait Gallery Pages 80, 81) 
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I congratulate the students of their idea to 
celebiate such a week but by stress upon the fact 
that we \vork> for is not a sep^r ite province, but a 
distinctive p evince whi^h wou ] d preserve our indi- 

viduality a id culture Separate tend ncis are not 
to be en^ouiaged But each race can develop its own 

distinctive culture in the common service to tue 
mother land 

Andhras must also aim at increas ng the cal 
tural and social affinity between themselves and 
the people of Telangana 
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Padma Prabhasa 
Chittoor (N fl> 
23rd June 30 

Your Excellency 

I am writing this letter in pain and travail of 
heart, rendered all the more distressing by your 
uniform kindness to me and the iconsideiation 
shown to the Andhra University 

Though I am not a Congiessman, disappro 
vmg, as I do, the cieed of Independence adopted at 
Lahore I feel keenly the struggle that my people, 
men and women are waging m oidei to secuie a 
position of equal status with the other Dominions 
in the Empire, so that India might become a self 
respecting unit mthe British Commonwealth of 
Nations 

Judged by authoritative declarations of po 
hey and the hopes created, the stiuggle seems to 
be unnecessary a tragedy in the true sense of the 
term Mr Ramsay Macdonald declared as leader of 
the Opposition, that India would be a Dominion in 
a few months Lord Irwin went on an embassy to 
England for the sake of India a noble act and on 
"November fust last year issued his momentous state- 
ment of policy reiterating and emphasising Domi 
nion Status I hapuened to be in Delhi at the time 
and took part in a conversation at which Mr V J 
Patel then president, Panait Malaviya the younger 
Patel and Mr Birla were the chief persons present 
and I know the unanimity and enthusiasm with 
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which the Viceroy s historic pronouncement was 
acclaimed 

Subsequent events threw a doubt on the rea- 
lity and nearness of the prospects thus held out 
The speeches of British Statesmen and of Ea^l 
Russell in narticular showed that the formula had 
no reassuring significance His Excellency Lord 
Irwm has in the speehes made since then 
avoided with obvious deliberation the phrase 
Dominion Status and has been employing such 
terms as a Real advance, Substantial advance and 
so forth One naturally asks where then was the 
need for his journey and the November declaration 
holding out Dominion Status if it was to be a very 
distant goal and indefinite journey s end or ideal 
far beyond present practical politics ? That ideal 
had always been posted by British statesmen and 
they had always professed a Self Governing India 
as our Ultimate destiny, and there was hardly any 
need to repeat that stale and vague sentiment, if it 
was not to be given genuine body and substance 

All parties m India are agreed that the pnnci- 
p!e of Dominion status should be embodied in the 
forthcoming reforms As they are not unmindful 
of the complexity of the problem they have not 
been averse to safeguards during the transitory 
period 

In fact His Excellen y Lord Irwin himself 
sometime before his departure to England spoke 
of the possibility of adopting a scheme which wo- 
uld automatically advance India to Dominion 
Status 
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It is therefore not clear why His Excellency 
has studiouslv refrained from announcing a policy 
in conformity with his own previous statements If 
that was done it is not likely that Mahatma 
Gandhi or the Congress would reject the offei and 
tne present difficult situation would be completely 
eased 

The measuies taken by the Government to 
crush the Civil Disobedience Movement are akin to 
Teirorism fcr which there can b^ no justification 
What is the need for police assau ts on pe-tceful 
Satyagrahib who not only do not resist arrest but 
offer themselves cheerfully to be arrested ? There 
hasalsD been an epidemic of filing in diffsient 
places In connection with the Jalhan wallah Bagh 
incident Mr Montagu declared in Pailiament that 
whenever firing was resorted to an impartial en 
quiry should be held A commission of officials 
and non officials the Hunter Commission, was 
appoint ed to inquire into the Pupjao incidents ten 
yQdLis ago Enquires of a similar character are not 
held now the statements off respectable eye 
witnesses like Mr Devadhar and Mr Tyabji are 
ignored,* and police action is uniformly eulogised by 
government as though there aie no truthful men 
outside the official ranks 

Nor have Government shown the consideration 
due to the unmistakable manifestation of opinion 
in India in favour of the principle of Dominion 
status by which alone the economic exploitat on 
and the terrible degradation of the people could be 
arrested Organised Business Organised Labour 
the Peasants m so far as they are awakened 
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organised are all as much m this movement as the 
Intelligentsia Wi^at more solid expression of 
opinion do Government desire before they honour 
4 heir plighted word to India ? 

The part that women have come forward to 
play in this struggle marks a new era in Indian 
Histoiy Women of the highest type and rank, 
chivalry is added to patriotism as a motive force of 
the Nation 

In our own presidency the rural classes Kam- 
mas Kshatrij, as, Vella T as and Readies many of 
them substantial land lords are facing risks and dan- 
gers with the unfhching courage and undergoing 
tremendo is sacrifices 

Youi Government is reducing statutory Local 
Bodies to a condition of departmental subservience 
and taking away from us the few real liberties 
we have been enjo^mg for some years past Even 
during the Non-co operation movement such modes 
of repression weie not employed 

Government have taken the very extraordi- 
nary and unconstitutional step of asking the 
Electors to Local Bodies not *o vote for certain 
t^pes of candidates and by implication whipping 9 
them to vote for certain other types Is this the way 
to safeguard freedom of Elections ? Such conduct 
would be impioper at any time, but when the Ukase 
is issued on the eve of general election to the 
Assembly and Council and Government deciee 
though indiiectly the nature of electoral duty or 
prudence under pain of their effective displeasure, 
one whether this is the beginning of electoral 
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terrorism If Local Bodies and elections are not 
f o function as fiee agents and expressions of public 
opinion within the rights and scope conferred by 
law won t it be better to suspend than to demora- 
lize them ? 

And thus repression grows day by day Tern 
onsm aims at reducing people to a state of fear and 
cowaidice and killing their spirit It would i* it 
could destroy what little chaiacter we have mana- 
ged still to retain in spite of our tragic history It 
is I think the cleai duty of all Indians, irrespective 
of their political affiliation to rally round and 
foil this attack Even those who differ from Con 
giess have to recognise that it is the greatest labo- 
ratory of national character installed in Ind a and 
that it has taught Indians the art of organisation 
and discipline and spirtuahsed political agitation by 
inculcating the spirit of Love and Non- Violence 

The sacrifices and sufferings of niy country- 
men and country women make it impossible for me 
to continue in my present position I find the Vice- 
Chancellorship neither a pleasure nor honour in the 
midst of these agonies 

The Andhia Vice Chancellor is no doubt a 
puce a Non-official and he coula take part in poll 
tics But the times are too strenuous for me to take 
ad\antage of this freedom and too distressing 

The next meeting of the Syndicate will be 
held on July 5th and I must discuss with them my 
resignation before a public or of fieial 
be made 
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It is my duty to inform you, our Chancellor 
of this intention of mine even before I broach the 
subject in the Syndicate and it is, let me assure 
you a most painful duty I have been thinking of 
writing to you for sometime past thinking and 
postponing But July 5th appioaches fast and it 
would not be right to dela> longei Hence this 

submission 

& 
I cannot conclude without saving how grate- 

ful I am to you foi all your kindness to me and 
the generous consideration \ ou have shown to the 
University Your goodness to me makes my present 
task very unpleasant, but duty is paramount 

i pray that you will exercise your powerful 
influence in favour of conciliation and an under 
standing with Mahatma Gandhi The Mahatma is 
no sticklei to forms and technical constitutions 
That is why he spoke of the substance of indepen 
dence National honour and economic betterment 
of the masses are all he cares for and neither is 
necessarily incompatible with the eternal collea- 
gueship of Great Britain 

yours very sincerely, 
C K REDDY 
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"It is my sincere prayer that Europe may 
yet learn the lesson of selfcontrol and learn of the 
East the saving gra^e of moderation and the urgent 
need to limit and regulate \\orldly rassions and 
etfect a proper balance and harmony between all 
the foui puiushertas or objectives of life namely, 
wealth and its production by just means and its 
proper distribution love and social enjoyment devo 
tion to righteousness, and freedom from bondage to 
worldlmess, as having found worldliness unsatis 
factory when weighed in the eternal scales of 
spiritual values There can be no greatei senseless 
ness than umbridled sense life and the Buddhas and 
Janakas may not be extinguished without plun- 
ging the world in darkness (Ibid page 20) 

The week are there to be served not to be 
oppressed and exploited and their service is the Lor- 
d s seivice God is not the shadow of man projected 
on the scieen of eternity human fancy s lantastic off 
shoot, but a veritable power that inspite of our 
own peiversities and seeming frustrations makes 
for righteousness, the power to whom we must 
yield ourselves unreservedly Therefore it is that 
the change of heart is the reality to be sought for 
and not change of mechanical institutions though 
these are of value m the measure in wmqh they 
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a e expresbions of that change of heart The 
contiol and leguletionof desnes has been a funda 
mental tenet of Indian thought in all its branches 
and foims, and loving regard foi life as such, 
whether human or sub human, and this ancient 
spimg submeiged undei the debus of ages has 
been leopened by the genius of Mahatma Gandhi 
And all this is not an airy fairy aspiration a thing 
to be dismissed as unattainable cloud and mystic 
moon shine but a doctrine practical real charged 
with the potentiality of national redemption and 

world salvation (Ibid page 22) 

The felt presence of the Eternal is the most sus- 
taining power for nghteous conduct It is not neess 
ai> to ha e lecouise to supernatural arguments to 
pio\ e that such a felt piesence is a positive fact of 
life ^vide page 17 Dr Reddys convocation 
address celivered at the Osmania University in 
Fash Is n 

'The cultivation of this sense of God and 
immortali*v is the highest inspiiation that human 
nature is capable of and the firmest support in all 
its trials and tnoulations May this sense be an 
abiding and gi owing regulation of your lives and 
mav you all conduct jour selves and act as immo 
ratals in the hands of the Almighty *I bid page 19) 

'Women s progress ani women s needs have 
not leceived the attention due Their education, 
geneial as well as special such as Domestic Scien 
ces and Aits the exetensive organization of separate 
hospitals foi women and children and a wide 
spread system of women s Technical schools for 
teaching, child welfare and hygiene first aid, 



278 c* S 5" o esS" -3 

o 

values of foods, scientific cooking, dress making, 
laundry music and painting, and in the higher 
collegiate grades of education, sciences and appli- 
cation of sciences required to make the home effi- 
cient All these must be organised and I would 
even recommend the organization ot a special 
department for these purposes (Vide page n 
Osmama University convocation Address delivered 
byDr Reddy ) 
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talking Arithmetic I am talking politics * 
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Dr C R Reddy in the Legislature An able 
debater, or unequalled in repartee An interruption 
by him was more meaningful than a speech 

He complained on one occasion that the Govt 
had neglected Andhra Rajagopalachari the 
Grovt , pointed out that Madras was so long under 
an Andhra Ministry 

Dr Eeddy "Y*es, Andhra Ministry, domina 
ted by a Tamil Bureaucracy ( laughter) 

The Ministry had not placed before the Legis 
lature a certain report which apparently contained 
unfavourable remarks Rajagopalachan said he was 
unable to give the whole report but would give 
extracts from it 

Dr Reddy We are not invalids to be fed on 
extracts (laughter) 

Dr Reddy cleverly wined words Once he 
spoke of the Rightists, the Leftists and the Right 
aboutists (attending to right about turn) 

Addressing a meeting of Shorthand waters 
m Madras there are Madras stenogrophers all 
over India Dr Reddy said, Madras is well known 
for their shorthand and long tongue 

The Hindu s correspondent at waltair mis 
reported Dr Reddy on some occasions and later 
wro e in the Hindu, that Dr Reddy himself propo 
sed o make a statement on the subject in question 

Di Reddy m a letter to the Editor, said Sir 5 
you coi respondent has slung so much mud at me 
tha he now expects me to take a bath m public 

At one moment he referred to wasteful 
r>diture by the Justice Ministry and the party s 
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proposed intention to effect economy and said, 
Such is their creed A voice That is not our cieed 
Dr Reddy Then it may be your gieed 

Col Reid (Commandei of the Madras Volun- 
teers Guards) was speaking at a meeting Dr Reddy, 
who was piesidmg said 'Reid and he weie together 
at Cambridge and even then Reid showed ability 
and judgement He appioved a certain statement 
made by Reid Mis Reid was also present at the 
meeting- and Dr Reddy said Col Reid is right ana 
Mis Reid will agree at least in public 
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Let us win in History, what we have los* 3 
Geography 




we have always enjoyed liberty of thought 
but never liberty of action 
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7 Speeches on University Reform 

8 Congress in Office 

9 Democracy in Contemporary India 
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